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Threatened heritage architecture
in Dongjiadu

Dongjiadu # % J% — the old docks— is arguably the mostimportanthistoric district
in Shanghai. It was the economic center of the city centuries before the Europeans built
their treaty port. Located between the old city walls and the Huangpu River, Dongjiadu
was a trade terminal for the entire Yangtze delta — and it was the business center of a
thriving multi-ethnic commercial capital. Merchants and transport tycoons from Fujian,
Guangdong and Zhejiang built up the area and created an intricate network of shipyards,
workshops, residences and guildhalls. The fantastic range of architecture, business
enterprise and ethnicities had never been seen before; diversity made Shanghai unique
among Chinese cities.

Neglect, vandalism and poverty in the twentieth century corroded the neighborhood,
but the urban fabric and manyhistoric buildings remained intact. Itwasin the last decade,
that most of street network and heritage architecture hasbeen destroyed. Shanghai’s oldest
shikumen blocks at Doushi Jie were replaced by high-rises. Wood-and-bricklane compounds
that used to line Caocang Jie, Luxi Jie, Zhuhangmatou Jie are gone. Qing-era courtyards
on Qinglonggqiao Jie and Laiyimatou Jie have disappeared beneath a parkinglot. Republican
school buildings thatfaced the Dongjiadu Church were razed in 2010. Pre-war warehouses
and Japanese-built factories that lined Waima Lu and the perpendicular wharf streets are
replaced with strip malls. Spectacular ethnic guild halls have been disassembled and
rebuilt, or simply torn down.

In thelast year, the demolition and eviction process hasaccelerated. The destruction
of authentic neighborhoodsis erasing Shanghai’s original character. Thislossis especially
acute in an area that was so unique and so central.

Living history remains on a few streets in the old docks. Over fifty buildings of
documented historical value are still standing. Only one is protected by the government.
The following is a list of heritage sites that still could be preserved.
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Marine Merchants' Guildhall

38 Huiguan Jie 2:1fi 7385

The last authentic guildhall in Shanghai is also the oldest, built in 1715 by Chongming

and Nantong boatmen. Inside the compound, there used to be a theater stage, a shrine to

the deity Tianhou and a gallery of banquet and meeting rooms around a central courtyard.

After Liberation, most buildings were demolished, but the central hall and the gateway
building are still standing.

Presently, the residential neighborhood around the guildhall has been replaced by a
parkinglot, and the gateway buildingis marked for demolition. The future of the guildhall

remains unclear.
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House of Shen

213 Wangjiamatou Lu ER k#2135

Three-courtyard residential palace of a Fujianese millionaire Shen Yisheng. Built in
1860’s, expanded in 1920’s. Unusual blend of traditional Chinese architecture with
Western designs. The building is vacated and damaged; awaiting demolition.
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Cured Goods Merchants Guildhall

= 14.8 Wanyu Jie 7 #151485
il
= Guildhall for Cured Goods Merchants (YanlaShangye Tongye Gonghui) _E g /i 7.
= [l 2 25 . Two-part courtyard, late 19th century, richly decorated latticed courtyards.
. . Awaiting demolition.
Xie Residence G 2, BRI L MER IR R, BT 10t
FERlR.
36 Wanyu Jie i #1365

Three-story courtyard residence and charity hall Deshantang 3 % built by Fujianese
merchant Xie, early 20th century. Presently damaged, located on a vacated lot.
= BRI AR i A g 2022 BLEEHIR, AT —hRh =iz b




==

fifi
1A
s

Lu Baihong’s Residence

I
14.6 Beishijia Nong 1L/t 5 5% 146
Three-story Western-style mansion, formely house of Lu Baihong (1875-193%),
philanthropist and industrialist. Damaged, vacated, awaiting demolition.
PHR=EIAAE, RS FRIOFAMHIIHE (1875-1937) « FHfFkR.

2
152 Beishijia Nong Jbjifi % 77 15255
Three-story lane houses. Damaged, vacated, awaiting demolition.
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Xuejiabang Lu

I
22 Xuejiabang Lu ## R It 225
Three-story Sino-Western mansion with roof terrace; built in 1920’s.
Awaiting demolition.

WHETCFEN, ZRFUaEE, #T 20028204 . FEFkR

2
27 Xuejiabang Lu #5275
Three-story concrete courtyard mansion of food industry tycoon Zhang Yungiao.
Built in 1926. Awaiting demolition.
EREREH) 2R R, BT 19260F, FERBR.

3
41 Xuejiabang Lu FE X & 415
Two Sino-Western courtyard mansions with chimneys and balconies, 1920’s-1930’s.
Vacated, awaiting demolition.
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4
71 Xuejiabang Lu f# 5 ¥t 715
Three-story courtyard mansion, with glazed interior courtyard; 1920’s-1930’s.
Vacated, awaiting demolition.
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5 [not depicted]
No. 11 Lane 164 Xuejiabang Lu #£ 5 ¥t 16455115
Late-Qing courtyard, formerly ancestral temple. Awaiting demolition.
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Qinglonggiao Jie

I
13 Qinglongqiao Jie & L {5135
Ming/Qing traditional courtyard. Slated for demolition.
G g R, FIAYFIT 2R

2
21 Qinglongqiao Jie ¥ 1 #1215
Ming/Qing traditional two-part courtyard. Possibly, the oldest structure in the whole
Dongjiadu area. Damaged, awaiting demolition.
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3 [not depicted]
41 Qinglonggiao Jie H 415 (same as 41 Xuejiabang Lu MR IERK415)
Two Sino-Western courtyard mansions with chimneys and balconies, 1920’s-1930’s.
Awaiting demolition.

PR AR PG R HPT A BE el U, 2014820304, BIOMBZS, FriFkRe

4
76 Qinglongqiao Jie & i #7765
Three-story Sino-Western courtyard mansion, 1920’s-1930’s. Passage to its side used to
be the last cobblestone lane in Shanghai. Awaiting demolition.
=R mAs AR R R, T 20t 2020304 R — A TE Ny _Hifi 5 — 4R8N A R AL
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5 [not depicted]
90 Qinglonggiao Jie § #7190
Three-story Sino-Western courtyard mansion, 1920’s-1930’s. Awaiting demolition.

T 20t 2020-304F A = Z AP G BE R U ARRIR.

6
100 Qinglonggiao Jie & & {1005
Three-story Sino-Western courtyard mansion, 1920’s-1930’s. Has rare Taoist ‘bagua’
stone at the door. Awaiting demolition.
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Dongjiadu Lu

I
411 Dongjiadu Lu % R ¥ #4115
Two-story historic building, 1920’s. Republican-era outlet of Jianyanzetang Z i7 ¥ 4,
Shanghai’s first ever pharmacy. Presently awaiting demolition.
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2
308 Dongjiadu Lu #i K #3085
Three-story art-deco building built in 1934.. Nanshi Police Station # 52 % 22 it .
Located on the block being vacated for demolition.

19344500 R R BT AR AT, ORI BT, HPTEAIX B 2 A Rt

3 [not depicted]
277 Dongjiadu Lu # R #2775
Two-story courtyard residence, early 20th century. : "
Presently damaged and awaiting demolition. =
FF 20t 20 RN PR EERE U BLEMHUR, Rk,
CELE
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249 Dongjiadu Lu # 52 %2495 4
Three-story courtyard residence, 1920’s; once property of the Dongjiadu Church.

Presently awaiting demolition.

T 20 LR = RRERE R, SR BRI IUFRER.

5
185 Dongjiadu Lu # 5 JZ %185
St. Xavier Cathedral, built in 1853. The only protected building in the whole area.
TS5 IE T Brasib e &, B M DX E—— R 2 A I 3
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27-29 Wanyu Jie I #527-295
Courtyard residence, late 19th century; formerly property of the Dongjiadu Church.

v

Damaged, awaiting demolition.

T IRIIRER A E T, B RIER B P IE EBUR, 1Rk

2
Lane 31 Dingfu Nong & ##7#315%
Old-style woodn-and-brick shikumen compound Jianyeli Z . ¥, built in 1911.
Awaiting demolition.

AT 1AERTEDL B I SR FEFER.

3
14.4 Wanyu Jie /7 #i i1 14455
Huaxingli #4>% 5!, lane compound. Vacated, awaiting demolition.
S TR, MOANEZS, FERbR.

4 [not depicted]
19-21 Xiaoshiqiao Jie /N1 19-2117
Early-20th century brick residence Mingxintang 4 %
HE T 20 IR e ST

5

Lane 54 Nanqu Jie ¥ X f#545% 3 5

Gateway for Jiangxi Guildhall L 74 £:4f built in 1840.
Awaiting demolition together with the rest of the street.
AT I840FRN TSR], o HIX & AERI TR TR — i HRBR.

6
Lane 79 Xiaoshiqiao Jie /N1 #i57795%
Early-20th century lane compounds Sanheli =1 and Shideli &
One of the largest intact lane compounds in the area; scheduled for demolition.
FET 20 ZEHIHNTEE BEYs — AR R Rzt X HR K PRSI N TR Beis 2 —
TR THRBR.
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I
50 Fugu Jie /if & 505
Art-deco bathhouse Lishui, built in 1934.. Located on the block slated for demolition.
AT 19344E /] (RBEZADEM B HTINAGA S, A T A ASRERA SR X .
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Lane 4.6 Xiaoputuo Jie /)& ¢ 14655
Shikumen lane with enclosed courtyards, early 20th century, formerly property of
Fujianese family Ye I F# 5 . Vacated, damaged, awaiting demolition.
T 20t ORI R 1SR AU v, SR ERAE R, RO ZS TR, FERbR.

3
7 Laoxiaopi Nong % fl§ {5775
Courtyard house Sanyitang — %%, early 20th century.
Awaiting demolition together with the rest of the block.

ETF 20N =85, SAHEXARIART B AR

4 [not depicted]
238 Wanyumatou Jie /7 %k fi1238%
Courtyard residence Yanlu )/, early 20-th century.
Awaiting demolition together with the rest of the block.
AT 20 IR RE R A E B, AF 5 ARG AR IR R,

5
223 Duojia Lu £ % #2235
Courtyard residence, early 20th century. Located on the block slated for demolition.
T 20 BRI EERE A, TP ASRBRZ A X A,

6
237 Wangjiamatou Lu 5%k %2375
Two-bay lane house, presently neighborhood committee. Awaiting demolition.

PP, M Z 2 (. Ak

7
123 Nancang Jie M (251235
Pre-war courtyard house Sizhaotang /1jA %, built by a flour merchant.
Spanish-inflected style, tiled floors and glazed woden courtryard.
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95 Xiaoshiqiao Jie /N1 #7955
Early-20th century pawnshop in a shikumen courtyard, richly decorated with carved
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lattices. Awaiting demolition together with the rest of the street.
FET 20t 2RI A2 T PR IR e T 5 MER EFRA Yl RS RS AT R — iRk,

2
25T Dongjiangyin Jie ZRiLIH #2515
God of Prosperity Temple (Gaochangsi Miao) & £ 7l Jii. Contained a tablet dedicated to
gangster Huang Jinrong, temple’s beneficiary. Presently a warehouse.

(1= IR 1 Sy /3l il N e 52 9N e O vl 0 B I G

3 [not depicted]
236 Dongjiangyin Jie RILIAE 2365
Immortals Abode Temple (Lingshan Si) Z I1I5F, built in 1866. Presently residences.
HT1866FRIR ILRE. BIAEE,

4
107 Dongjiangyin Jie ZRILHE 1075
Samadhi Temple (Sanmei Si) ==, built in 1766, rebuilt in 186%. Contains inscribed
stone caskets and carved tablets. Presently a warehouse.
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5
132-134 Zixia Lu £ #132-134%
Brick lane houses, eary 20th century.
Awaiting demolition together with the rest of the street.

AT 20 LR IR TS Fr AR TR R

6
Lane 16-26 Wangjiazuijiao Jie £ B ffifii16-265%
Three-story lane compound Mingxinli %7, built in 1937.

Eclectic style, bowed Yangtze-delta roofs, Greek colonnades.
Damaged, awaiting demolition together with the rest of the street.
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I
406 Wangjiamatou Lu 5 4L #4065
Pre-war three-story brick building of Huisheng Hospital (Huisheng Yiyuan).
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2
206-210 Miezhu Lu BT #206-210%5
Two-story shikumen with decorated gateways.
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Demolished in 2011
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Zhejiang-Ningbo Guildhall
(Zhening Huiguan)

131 Hehuachi Nong i £ 551315

Guildhall built in 1859 by Zhejiang and Ningbo traders. It had a cluster of buildings
around a pond filled with lotus flowers and flanked by high pillars. The last building of
the guildhall was torn down in 201I.
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Demolished in 2011
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260 Zhuhangmatou Jie

260 Zhuhangmatou Jie 7717 % 4k 2605
Late-Qing courtyard, by some sources originally a convent,
later Penglai District Neighborhood Committee.

Demolished in 2011; wooden carvings sold wholesale to a private collector.
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